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From Over the Hill 


A few words from the “default” President of 
VOMARC 


For a number of years Jim Hill (K6UUW- SK) was 
our club President; he titled his monthly column 
in the newsletter “From The Top of The Hill”. 
The title | chose is due to my being located over 
the hill in Petaluma not because of my age, even 
though | am older than either of the two likely 
US Presidential candidates. As you may know, in 
our last election | was not skillful enough to 
promote my opposition for Vice President (Kathy 
KM6URP) even though | had nominated her and 
spoke highly of her as a candidate. The end 
result was that | remained as VP; and since 
Robert (KA5WSS) declined to continue as 
President | replaced him as per our Club bylaws. 


How did we get to this scenario where we have 
the same officers on the ballot year after year 
until one of them gets tired and says they have 
had enough? Why is it we have the same eight 
or nine members as net control for the weekly 
net, each for a month at a time, some for 
multiple months? Can anyone guess who has 
checked in to the weekly net the most in the 
past year? It was our regular visitor, Jeff from 
San Francisco! Our VE testing team struggles to 
have enough VEs. For other activities of the club, 
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like Field Day, Hamfest, Summer Picnic, and the 
Christmas Party, it is the same core group doing 
the work. Some of us in the core group are aging 
out and getting tired. My health is good, but | 
could go at any time, perhaps while cooking the 
Hamfest breakfast. 


Okay, enough of the rant. What can be done to 
get more members engaged and involved? We 
have quite a number of newer members that are 
granted membership when they get licensed at 
our testing sessions. | hope you all renew and 
become active members; we need you. Join a 
Zoom meeting or come to a meeting (more on 
that later), take part in Field Day, check in to the 
Wednesday night net or the Tuesday and 
Saturday morning nets and come to Breakfast at 
Black Bear on Saturday. 


For the active members, reach out to the newer 
members, During your month of net control get 
someone who has not done it to take at least 
one of your weeks and if necessary coach them 
on how to do it. We need to build a list of Elmers 
that shows their area of expertise in operating or 
technical knowledge. | also realize that the 
newer members have skills, talents, and 
information that we old timers can benefit from. 
However, unless we get together, get to know 
each other, and discover what we can do to 


benefit the club and each other, we will continue 
to lose the synergy of our group. 


In order to revive some of the community spirit 
and camaraderie of the club, | will try using an 
“Executive Order” (like our other Presidents); 
starting in February we will have our monthly 
meetings in person at the Sonoma EOC. We will 
try to make it a hybrid meeting with a Zoom 
option for those with travel or other challenges. 
If anyone has ideas or suggestions on how to 
improve attendance and participation send me 


an email (woneej@gmail.com) or bring it up on 


one of the nets or at breakfast. 
—Submitted by Ed W1EJ 
NEXT MEETING 
Wed, January 17, 2023 at 7:30 PM 


On ZOOM. 
Details to be provided before the meeting 


Minutes of - December 


20, 2023 Meeting 


ATTENDANCE: KASWSS (Robert), W1EJ (Ed), 
WD6BOR (Darrel), KD6FIL (Dave), W8EWL (John), 
KE6HID (Andrew), N7TSQ (Joe), N7PIB (Sanford), 
KF6FZM (Dick), WB6TMH (Mike), 


GUEST: KD6POC (Adam) 
BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? Minutes Approved 


OFFICER REPORTS 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT 
ACS LEAD - Moe, KI6JNU 


No Net on December 25, January 1 and January 
15 (County Holidays). January 8 is the Quarterly 
Radio Test. Next Net is January 22 


VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 
RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH 


Weekly Net Control 

Next month - Darrel WD6BOR 
Next month - Robert KASWSS 
TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR 


SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
Paid Robert and Darrel for Field Day and the 
BBQ. Sent a $200 check to Friends in Sonoma 
Helping (FISH). 


VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1EJ 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


Anyone have contact info for Jim’s family? A 
family friend reached out and wanted to get in 
touch with Judy. Email Dave with contact info. 


Any interest in returning to in-person meetings? 
Question was raised if it would be possible to do 
Hybrid meetings. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next month’s meeting topic: TBD 


Mystery Box drawing - Joe (N7TSQ) brought the 
Mystery Box and it was transferred to Sanford 
(N7PIB) 


MEETING TOPIC - CHRISTMAS PARTY 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 


— By Elizabeth N6LY 
Time to Upgrade? 


Know anyone interested in joining the hobby 
and ready to get licensed? 


We have our first test session of 2024 coming up 
at the end of January. 


Sponsor: Valley of the Moon ARC 
When: Saturday, January 27 
Time: 10:00 AM 


Reservations required 


Contact: Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey (N6LY) 


Email: n6ly.emm@gmail.com 


Location: Sonoma Police Station EOC room 
175 1st Street West, Sonoma 


This is a testing session only, we don't offer 
classes or cram sessions. If you are testing for a 
new license, you will be required to pay a $35 
fee to the FCC, in addition to the fee below. 
Once you pass the test, the FCC will send you an 
email with a link to pay the fee. You will need to 
send in payment in order to receive your license 
and call sign. 


This does not apply to upgrades. 

Candidate Requirements: 

¢ A photo identification or (2) non-photo ID's 
e FCC Registration Number 


¢ Original and a photocopy of your current 
license (if licensed) 


e Any original valid CSCEs and a photocopy 
of each 


e Exam fee is $15.00, Under 18 is $5.00 
Why Test With Us? 


Every candidate who takes an FCC examination 
with VOMARC is entitled to a free year of 
membership in the club, regardless of whether 
you pass or not! Each applicant is also provided 
with a welcome kit of some helpful information 
on how to get started on their Amateur Radio 
adventure. 


Ham Jargon 


From the ARRL Contest newsletter: 


Diversity reception: A technique of using two or 
more receivers with differences in direction, 
antenna phase, or other characteristics to 
provide more consistent reception in the face of 
changing propagation conditions. The use of 
different antennas can reduce signal fading, 
especially on the 80- and 160-meter bands. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


On The Air 


Dave (KD6FIL) cracked the top 10 of the ARRL 10 


Meter Contest in the Phone only QRP category! 


United States, Single Operator 
Phone Only, QRP 

1. W6QU 20,252 
. WWOWB 20,160 
. K9IK 16,800 
NT7S 9,546 
WN1C 9,200 
N7SVI S772 
NF2L 4,896 
. KG5IQU 3,968 
. KS4GW 1,872 


KD6FIL 1,476 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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POTA Fun 


—By Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey N6LY 
Happy New Year!! 


On December 1, 2023, K6YD and | completed our 
3rd Annual POTA Activation on Alcatraz 

Island. It was a beautiful day. It started out a 
little foggy and cold, but the sun came out and 
there was no wind, so even though it was only in 
the 50s, it felt warm and the views were clear. 


| ended up with 421 contacts, all across the US, 
Canada and a few DxX stations, Italy, France, and 
Columbia. 


| had another POTA member rack up 8 P2P 
contacts with me, as he moved from one Bay 
Area Park to another. 


We operated on four bands, 40M, 20M, 17M, 
and 15M. A few people were able to make a 
QSO on all four bands. We also heard from 
fellow Club member John- W8EWL. 


| ended up with my KILO for Alcatraz Island, with 
a grand total of 1,124 contacts from the 3 
activations. 


My QSL card for Alcatraz. 


We started out the new year witha 
POTA activation at San Pablo Bay Wildlife 
Refuge. We found a spot out in the Marshland 


and it was another beautiful day to start out 
2024. | was surprised with the pileups. | ended 
up with 224 contacts in just under 3 hours, all 
SSB. | operated on five bands, 20M, 17M, 15M, 
12M, and 10M. Unfortunately, we couldn't 
quite tune in 40M. After activating the park, we 
took a nice walk, through the marsh land, it was 
very nice. Lots of birds. 


San Pablo Bay 


The Incredible Shrinking 
Radio 


—By Ed W1EJ 


About eight years ago | started doing SOTA 
(Summits On The Air). The basic idea is to hike to 
a registered summit, make at least four contacts, 
then submit the contact information to collect 
the point value of that summit. The points are 
assigned based on height of the peak with 
awards based on points accumulated over time. 
| have done 370 activations, 5500 contacts and 
collected 1525 points and had lots of fun. 


The first radios | used for SOTA were heavy and 
bulky; a QRP Plus was heavy with sharp corners, 
the HW-8 bulky with a poor receiver. | 
considered a Yaesu FT-817 but never got around 
to buying one. The same thing with the Elecraft 
KX3, | liked it but put off buying it. Then | went 
to Pacificon one October and got to play with 
one, | had to have it. The KX3 has all HF bands 
through six meters, SSB and CW, with a built-in 
tuner. It weighs about two and a half pounds 
with the internal batteries. 


A few years later Elecraft came out with the KX2, 
about half the weight of the KX3, and around 
one third the size. | hesitated buying one 
because it had fewer bands, 80M-10M, a little 
less power and | was happy with the KX3. Then, 
a friend of mine decided to sell his KX2, at a 
great price and | could not resist a bargain. Over 
the next year or two it slowly replaced the KX3 
as my go to radio for SOTA. | didn’t miss the 
extra couple of watts or 160M and 6M. 


Fast forward to 2023. Although there had been 
rumors that Elecraft was developing a new small 
radio, perhaps a “KX4” nothing came out. In 
October, just before Pacificon, the KH1 was 
announced prematurely, as some rumors say. 
The KH1 has five bands, 80M through 15M, 5 
Watts out, CW only, built in tuner, internal 
battery, and it weighs in at about thirteen 
ounces! Size, small enough to hold in your hand. 
| attended Wayne Burdick’s (N6KR) 8AM 
presentation on the KH1 and when it was over, | 
went to the Elecraft booth and placed my order. 
About three weeks later | received my KH1 with 
all the options, serial #40. 


At first | did back yard portable using the KH1 to 
chase some POTA and SOTA stations. Then | took 
it on a SOTA activation to Little Mountain in 
Novato. For the first few contacts | used the 
supplied whip antenna, then | switched to an 
end fed wire. The wire was better and it allowed 
me to work 40M. The whip is fine on 20, 17, and 
15. The size is the best feature, stick it in your 
jacket pocket and go for a hike in a local park, sit 
ona rock or park bench and play radio. It does fit 
my profile for SOTA use since about 95 percent 
of my contacts are CW in the bands covered. | 
like it, it is the “funnest” radio | have ever had, 
with amazing features in a really small package. 
The KX2 will still be my choice for most SOTA 
outings and the KH1 will be for spur of the 
moment use, and for summits with a hard steep 
hike when low weight is critical. 


RY GRDER OF MALTA 


The effort to put The Sovereign Military Order of 
Malta back on the bands was a great success. | 
managed to work 1A0C from 80M through 12M 
(minus 60M) using CW, SSB and FT8. This was an 
All Time New One (ATNO) for me. The small 
enclave in Rome counts as a 

separate DXCC country given its diplomatic 
status. 


QSL Card Inbox(continued) 


The prefix 3D2 signifies Fiji. But 3D2RRR was 
actually on Rotuma Island, which counts as a 
separate DXCC entity. | worked them on 30M 
using FT8 from my modest home station. 


Vanuatu is a country in the Pacific that had long 
eluded me for some reason. Stations there often 
seemed to be on the air when | was not. But | 
finally worked YJOCA using SSB on both the 15 
and 12M bands. This was another All Time New 
One (ATNO) for me. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE VALLEY OF THE MOON 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 
CAST OF CHARACTERS 
Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — President 

— Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 
Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
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Gladys Kathleen Parkin Early Radio Operator 
by Lane Dooling 


This article first appeared in the Summer 2020 Marin History Museum Bulletin 


Eee 


ladys Kathleen Parkin was one of the youngest and earliest women to obtain a first-class govern- 
ment-issued radio license. Born in 1900, Gladys spent the first years of her life in the Flagstaff Hotel 
in Bolinas, owned and operated by her father. When the hotel was destroyed in the 1906 earthquake, the 
family relocated to San Rafael. 


Gladys showed an interest in wireless telegraphy as a young child. 
For six years, Gladys operated an amateur wireless station from their 
home in San Rafael with her brother, Jonn—one of the first wireless 
stations in California. Although she earned her amateur radio license 
at the age of nine, she had higher aspirations. 


While still in high school, Gladys obtained a first-class commercial 
radio operator’s license with the call sign “6SO,” making her the first 
| woman in California to hold this license. The license entitled her to 

“| operate any grade of wireless station and to secure employment on 
vessels. 


She was subsequently featured on the cover of the October 1916 
issue of Electrical Experimenter and was quoted: “With reference to 
my ideas about the wireless profession as a vocation or worthwhile 
: =| hobby for women, | think wireless telegraphy is a most fascinating 
Allow Us to Present Miss Kathleen Parkin, Expert Radio Study, and one which could very easily be taken up by girls, as itis a 
cee en eat uae Mom great deal more interesting than the telephone and telegraph work...| 
am only 15 but the interest in wireless does not end in the 
knowledge of the code. You can gradually learn to make all your own instruments, as | have done with my 
Y, kilowatt set. There is always more ahead of you, as wireless telegraphy is still in its infancy.” 


By age 25, Gladys was known by virtually every radio-fan in her district, as she kept up an active interest 
in radio development. She and her brothers, Jack, John and Richard created Parkin Manufacturing Com- 
pany, a successful San Rafael company that built radio instruments and complete receiving sets of their 
own design. Gladys passed away on August 3, 1990 at the age of 89 in Marin County. 


Editor’s Note: 
This article is being reprinted with permission courtesy of the Marin History Museum. 
(www.marinhistory.org) 
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ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER ED WIEJ 
OCTOBER JOHN W8EWL 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2024 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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